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Forth Nature Counts

Aims:
• Promote biological recording in Inner Forth

• Generate as many verified records as 

possible 

• Ensure records end up in the public domain 

to aid nature conservation throughout the 

Inner Forth



Biological Recording  

• Recording & Monitoring are the keys to 
Conservation

• Distribution & Population trends

• Identify priority species

• Assess the effectiveness of conservation actions

• Citizen Science is fun! 



Biological Recording with iRecord

• Go to http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/

•

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/


Mobile apps with iRecord

• Go to http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/

•

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/


Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts 
Recording Form

iRecord

www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/enter-inner-forth-records

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/enter-inner-forth-records


Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts 
Recording Form: Adding Records



Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts 
Recording Form: Add Location

Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts records form you can record 



Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts 
Recording Form: Add Location

Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts records form you can record 

Zoom in 
to select 
an exact 
location.

Then 
press 
submit.



Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts 
Recording Form: Viewing your records

Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts records form you can record 



Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts 
Recording Form: Viewing your records

Using the Inner Forth Nature Counts records form you can record 



What happens now? 

Record Verification: 
• Once you’ve submitted your record it will ideally be 

verified by an expert or Recording Scheme to check 

that all the details are correct. 

• The record can then be used by Recording 

Schemes, research scientists, LRCs and will get 

added to the National Biodiversity Database (NBN) 



How to Become a Verifer

• Verifiers are set up by agreement with relevant 
Recording schemes, societies or recording projects (ie. 
Forth Nature Counts).

• Check with Recording Scheme first!

• Contact iRecord@ceh.ac.uk to let them know which 
species groups and geographic area you would like to 
cover.

• CEH will confirm with the Recording Scheme and add 
the Verification menu to  your iRecord account.

mailto:iRecord@ceh.ac.uk


What do Verifiers do?

• Verifiers are asked to assess the correctness of 

records and give each an appropriate status 

(Accepted, Not Accepted or Unconfirmed)..



Viewing details of a Record

• Click Verify tab. Unverified records shown by default



Viewing details of a Record

• Click record to see details. Double click for location.



Verifying a Single Record

Correct
Considered 

correct Unable to verify

Not Correct

Unconfirmed/ 

Plausible

Verification options and resources to help you decide



Viewing details of a Record

Details Experience



Viewing details of a Record

MediaPhenology



Viewing details of a Record

Comments  can be added when verifying record

Comments visible to anyone looking at record



Viewing details of a Record

• Can query recorder either as comment or by email.

*Need to be diplomatic when querying!*

Particularly with public comments!  



Viewing details of a Record

• Can re-determine species in record if a photograph 

has been provided and species was misidentifed.



Bulk Verifying Multiple Records

1) Quick bulk verification of Similar Records

*Use Bulk verification carefully.  Even experts make mistakes!*



Bulk Verifying Multiple Records

1) Quick bulk verification of Similar Records

*Use Bulk verification carefully.  Even experts make mistakes!*



Bulk Verifying Multiple Records

2) Review Grid (Use with filters!)

*Use Bulk verification carefully.  Even experts make mistakes!*



Bulk Verifying Multiple Records

2) Review Grid (Use with filters!)

*Use Bulk verification carefully.  Even experts make mistakes!*



Bulk Verifying Multiple Records

3) Use Tick Boxes (can use with filters)

*Use Bulk verification carefully.  Even experts make mistakes!*



The ‘Trusted’ Recorder filter 

Can set ‘Trust’: All records, single species /group or locality



The ‘Trusted’ Recorder filter 

Can set ‘Trust’: All records, single species /group or locality



Creating Regularly used Filters

Can modify filters to show records by Location, Date 

range, Source, Recorder, Quality (eg. All verified)



Creating Regularly used Filters

Can modify filters to show records by Location, Date 

range, Source, Recorder, Quality (eg. All verified)

Using map filter



Automated validation checks

iRecord uses NBN Record Cleaner software. 

Developed with Recording Schemes flags unusual records 
and can give rating for difficult to ID species



What do the symbols mean?

• Records which fail automated checks are not 
necessarily wrong. Can identify range expansion 
or anew site, or an unusually early/ late.



Guide to Verification using iRecord

See iRecord website for 

Verifiers Guide and help


