
Inner Forth Habitat      
Network Webinar

Thursday 3 February 2022, 15:00 – 17:00 

In early 2019, the Inner Forth Futures partnership piloted an 
approach to developing a regional scale habitat network. This 
webinar will share learning from development and use of this 
network with planners and policy makers considering the future 
implementation of habitat networks. 

By describing the Inner Forth Habitat Network tools created, the 
aim is to support practitioners in translating national policy on 
nature networks into local plans and making development 
management decisions that optimise the benefits for nature. 

Further information about the Inner Forth Habitat Network: 
https://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/habitat-network-project

@innerforth

https://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/habitat-network-project


Inner Forth Habitat 
Network Webinar

Welcome & Introduction
Zoe Clelland 

Inner Forth Futures Steering Group Chair

@innerforth



Agenda
Creation of the IF Habitat Network maps and tools

Kate Fuller, Project Manager, Inner Forth Futures

The Fit with National Policy

Emilie Wadsworth, Director of Development, Green Action Trust

Break

Use of the network tools:

• Anna Perks – Falkirk Council – Urban Opportunities 

• Natalie Stevenson – Buglife - Nature Networks and B-Lines

• Toby Wilson - RSPB – The Inner Forth Wetland Network

Q&A



Inner Forth Futurescape





Why produce an Inner Forth 
Habitat Network?

EcoCo LIFE

- A project requirement to produce an Ecological Coherence Protocol

A tool to inform decisions and focus work in the area

-To maximise value of limited resources and target effort of the 
partnership and others, including through planning decisions 

An opportunity to pilot how a Nature Network could work at a 
regional scale and contribute to the CSGN

-Use existing partnership to demonstrate the value and potential for 
scaling up 

www.ecocolife.scot

http://www.ecocolife.scot/


Complimentary initiatives:
• Buglife B-lines
• CSGN Habitat Connectivity Map 



Creation of the Inner Forth 
Habitat Network

Ecological coherence, stakeholder collaboration & tools for users

Kate Fuller, Inner Forth Futures Project Manager

www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk @innerforth

http://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/innerforth


Collaborative working & stakeholder engagement 2012-21

Wanderings & Windings Heritage Trails

2019 Sustainable 
Heritage Tourism 
Conference

Climate FORTH (Furthering Our 
Resilience Through Heritage)

2012-2018 Inner 
Forth Landscape 
Initiative 
partnership

https://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/wanderings-windings
https://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/heritage-tourism
https://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/climate-ready-forth
https://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/projects/resources


The Rationale for a Model Approach

• To be clear about which areas to protect.

• To maximise ecological benefits.

• To look for win-wins for people.

• An agreed network ambition could help to:
• Target resources

• Help funders focus on the priorities

• Influence agri-environment and Land Use Plans

• Direct mitigation and planning gain

• A collective voice is more convincing 
(collaboration).



• Forth Rivers Trust
• Froglife
• Plantlife
• NatureScot
• RSPB Scotland
• Scottish Wildlife Trust

• Buglife Scotland
• Clackmannanshire Council
• CSGNT
• Falkirk Council
• Fife Council
• Forestry Commission Scotland

• Scottish Wildlife Trust
• SEPA
• Stirling Council
• The Wildlife Information Centre
• The Woodland Trust
• Local recorders

Collaboration for Success



1. Consideration of specific habitat 
types.

2. Develop a habitat network & action 
plan:

• A collective vision for habitat 
enhancement

• A call to action to deliver this

3. Produce a refined protocol & 
practitioners guide.

An area based review of the Protocol



Inner Forth Habitat Ambitions

To agree and map our ambitions for habitat conservation and 
habitat network development for the Pilot area.

Habitat 
Networks

• Review existing data, discuss & propose.
• Where are the important areas that should be protected?
• Where are the opportunities for new habitat and/or habitat 

network development?



Habitat 
Networks



Inner Forth & Ecosystem Services
Ecosystem 

Services

To sense-check our mapped ambitions for habitat conservation 
or management and habitat network development for the Pilot 
area.

• Flood Risk

• Air Quality

• Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation

• Land Capability for Agriculture

How do these inform our existing mapped 

network?

What does leaving areas ‘blank’ imply?



Opportunities to deliver the Network
Opportunity 

Areas

To identify opportunities to deliver the 
network.

• Quick wins & Blue-sky thinking?

• What & Where?

• Barriers to realisation?

To identify potential next steps to realising 
network delivery.

• What level are actions? strategic, organisational, 
project or site.

What next for the pilot stakeholder group?



The Inner Forth Pilot 
has identified the 
best places to deliver 
for habitats, 
ecosystem services 
and people.

The collaborative 
process has refined 
the Protocol.

Project outputs were 
made available on the 
EcoCo and IFF 
websites.
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http://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/habitat-network-project


Why a call to action?

• Projects & funders

• Planning

• Land Use



Ecological Coherence: A Practitioners’ Guide

www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/habitat-network-project

http://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/habitat-network-project


Advocating for the Ecological Coherence Approach 
& delivery of the Inner Forth Habitat Network

• Mapped outputs & user guide

• A Call to Action (updated November 
2021)

• Ecological Coherence A Practitioners’ 
Guide

• Inner Forth Habitat Network 
webpage

• Continued collaboration through the 
Inner Forth Natural Heritage Working 
Group



Edinburgh’s Thriving Green Spaces Inner Forth Wetland Network 
Enhancement

Climate FORTH (Furthering Our 
Resilience Through Heritage)



www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/habitat-network-project

www.facebook.com/innerforthlandscape

@innerforth

Kate Fuller, Inner Forth Futures 
Project Manager

Kate.fuller@rspb.org.uk

Images courtesy of: 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland, Clackmannanshire Council, David 
Palmar (www.photoscot.co.uk), Falkirk Council, Fife Council, Paul 

Sizeland/NatureScot, RSPB Scotland & Stirling Council.

http://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/habitat-network-project
http://www.facebook.com/innerforthlandscape
http://www.twitter.com/innerforth
mailto:Kate.fuller@rspb.org.uk
http://www.photoscot.co.uk/


greenactiontrust.org @greenactionT

Nature Networks, NPF4  and the Central Scotland Green Network

Emilie Wadsworth, Director of Development, Green Action Trust

Inner Forth Habitat Network Seminar

3rd February 2022



Nature Networks

NPF4 definition:
A Nature Network is a joined-up system of places important for wild plants and animals, on land and at sea. It 
allows plants, animals, seeds, nutrients and water to move from place to place and enables the natural world 
to adapt to change, providing plants and animals with places to live, feed and breed. Effectively functioning 
nature networks will connect existing nature rich areas through habitat corridors, habitat ‘stepping stones’ or 
habitat restoration areas.



Central Scotland Green Network

National Development in NPF3

‘By 2050, Central Scotland has been transformed into a place where the 
environment adds value to the economy and where people’s lives are enriched by its 
quality’

• Quality local environments
• Natural Climate Solutions
• Network connections:

- Wildlife
- People

• Expressed at a range of scales through 
spatial and land use plans

• Delivered in partnership



DP30

Biodiversity and Ecological 
Coherence

Environmentally Disadvantaged 
Areas

Green Active Travel

Green Infrastructure



Draft National Spatial Strategy in NPF4

Key activity in the theme of Central Urban 
Transformation:

Central Scotland Green Network

• Accelerate urban greening
• Green infrastructure and biodiversity
• Vacant and Derelict Land
• Woodland 
• Blue networks

• Bring together environmental enhancement 
projects

• Demonstrate Nature Networks at a landscape 
scale



Draft National Development in NPF4

• Biodiversity and connectivity
• Environmental  regeneration
• Vacant and Derelict Land
• Multi-functional Green Infrastructure to address 

the biodiversity and climate crises

• Nature Networks
• Nature Based Solutions

Central Scotland Green Network



Using the IFHN, or similar methodologies, can also support the 
implementation of the draft Planning Policies in NPF4:
3. Nature Crisis
6. Design, Quality, Place
(7. 20 Minute Neighbourhoods)
12. Blue Green Infrastructure
13. Sustainable flood risk and water management
(29. Urban edges)
(30. Vacant and Derelict Land)
(31. Rural) 
32. Natural Places
33. Peat and carbon soils
34. Trees, woodland and forests

Planning Policy Links



Click to edit Master title style

t: 01501 822015              

a:   Hillhouseridge, Shottskirk Road, Shotts, Lanarkshire ML7 4JS              

w:  greenactiontrust.org @greenactionT

Any questions?

Thank You For Your Time

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org



Break

After the Break

Use of the network tools:

• Anna Perks – Falkirk Council – Urban Opportunities 

• Natalie Stevenson – Buglife - Nature Networks and B-Lines

• Toby Wilson - RSPB – The Inner Forth Wetland Network

Q&A



Anna Perks

Biodiversity Officer

Falkirk Council



Habitat Network -
Urban Opportunities

Built-up areas where 
there are a range of 
opportunities to 
enhance the ecological 
coherence of the 
habitat network and 
deliver benefits for 
people and wildlife.



Urban opportunities and green infrastructure



Greenspace management – a new approach



Urban greenspace 
enhancements: 

- Improve the ecological 
coherence of the habitat 
network. 

- Create a network of 
urban spaces for wildlife 
and people.

- Contribute to other 
habitat networks (E.g. 
woodland, wetland & 
grassland)



Habitat Network – use by planners & developers

The habitat network can help to:

• Highlight key opportunities to protect and enhance biodiversity and 

create nature networks in association with development.

• Identify the most beneficial and appropriate types of biodiversity 

enhancement for a given area or development site.

• Inform the identification and enhancement of nature networks.

• Ensure local habitat enhancements contribute to regional and 

national ecological networks.



www.buglife.org.uk       @buzz_dont_tweet

Natalie Stevenson, Scotland & NI Manager



• Opportunities in the 
Inner Forth – Nature 
networks & B-Lines

• Precautionary principle 
– “The right habitat in 
the right place” (open 
mosaic habitat)



B-Lines

B-Lines: How insect pathways can ensure the survival of bees and pollinating insects -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXUYZdfqq1Q&t=14s








B-lines by their nature lend themselves to 
creating nature networks

© Claire Pumfrey





Precautionary principle – “The right habitat in 
the right place” (open mosaic habitat)

• NPF4 talks a lot about vacant & 
derelict land 

• There are nuances when 
interpreting the guidance

• Functioning nature networks are 
more than trees and urban 
greening – IFHN highlights that

• Need to think Open Mosaic 
Habitat Survey on brownfield sites 



1:20



Brownfields can be havens for wildlife, supporting some of the UK’s most 
threatened species, while often being the last ‘wild space’ in urban areas for local 
communities.

The value of brownfields is slowly being recognised with two of the top five most 
biodiverse sites in the UK being brownfields. However, despite a greater 
understanding of the important of brownfields, they continue to be prioritised for 
development threatening the future of some of our most special wildlife. 
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https://www.buglife.org.uk/resources/habitat-hub/brownfield-hub/

https://www.buglife.org.uk/resources/habitat-hub/brownfield-hub/


Thank you

natalie.stevenson@buglife.org.uk



Habitat Network In Action!

Toby Wilson, Senior Conservation Officer, RSPB Scotland









Q&A Session

Kate Fuller – Inner Forth Futures

Emilie Wadsworth – Green Action Trust

Anna Perks – Falkirk Council

Natalie Stevenson – Buglife Scotland 

Toby Wilson – RSPB Scotland 



What Next?
Find out more:

www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/habitat-network-project

www.facebook.com/innerforthlandscape

@innerforth

Use the maps and tools

Promote the use of habitat networks 

Contact us – kate.fuller@rspb.org.uk or zoe.clelland@rspb.org.uk

http://www.innerforthlandscape.co.uk/about/habitat-network-project
http://www.facebook.com/innerforthlandscape
http://www.twitter.com/innerforth
mailto:kate.fuller@rspb.org.uk
mailto:zoe.clelland@rspb.org.uk

